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Guardsmen train in California hills

Members of the Maryland Army
National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 115th
Infantry (1-115) traveled more than
3,000 miles to Camp Roberts, Calif.,
training almost entirely at night m
rough, luly terrain.

The battalion, headquartered 1n Whate
Oak near Suver Spring, and part of the
29th Infantry Division (Light) partict
pated in an exercise called “Dragon
Summit IL™ Approximately 1,500
Guard members and active Army
soldiers were invoived in the exercise.

Training, which was conducted from
Aug. 1529, mcluded Regular Arm;
members from the %h Regiment, 7th
Infaptry Division, based at Fort Ord,
Calif., and the 82nd Airborne Division,
based in Fort Bragg, N.C.

The 7th Division :s the prototype for
the Army’s hght divisions The 28th
Division is coe of f1ve hight forces in the
Armyv and the only one in the Reserve
Components

Part of the training included the
mobilization of 358 members of the 1-115,

who were transported by two C.130
Hercules aireraft operated by the
Maryvland Air National Guard and two
commercial aircraft that departed from
BWI1 Asxrport 1n Baltimore.

Trainicg was doae in a reverse cycle,
meanng that {raiomng 1s done mostly at
night, while 21t down time occurs during
the da3 Not only the heak, but also a
bght dision’s mussion dictates the
might tramming. A bght diviston 15 sup-
posed to be able 0 survive under al}
chimatic cozaitiens and 1» restricted
terramn such as that at Camp Roberts.

Camp Roberts 15 located in the foot-

vls and coastal range of California,
south of Sao Francisco, where the day-
ume temperatures reached 108 degrees
znd righthime temperatures were in the
upper 40°s

The terrawn at Camp Roberts is
gxtremely hilly, making the iramung
more difficulf and treachercus Cpl
vidal J. Rios, 2 Montgomer: County
resident and communications chief in

Photo by SFC Wichael 4. Pitarra Sr., 29th

Cadet John R. Gohegan of Company A, lst Baitalion, 115th Infaniry
and a resident of Frederick, lines up a tubelaunched optlcal guided
missile {TOW) during annual training at Camp Roberis in southern

California.

After 5 years

Boy still missing,

but attitudes change

DS MOINES, Iowa {AP) — Late gue
recent nighi, Urbandale police got a

brezthless call from 2 man saymg a
b.teahker l‘ad made off with his new
Laxiry car and had taken his T-year old
. &S eT

Pn.ice jumped to 2ction, apd mnstantly
.27 the FRI was notified

Se.erzl o the procedure

€ars ago,
e peen different Then.
unaway or missing children

werg f._'. 4, brt police assumed the
coildrer *.muln' s00n show up anharmed,
znd they were usuahy correct.

That was hefore Johknny Gosch, 2 West
Des Moines paperboy, turned up miss-
ing five years ago Sept 5

The lonely search coniuinues for
Gosch, now 17 if he's alive. but the
legacy of the case has made police
keenly aware of missing children cases.

After the cali in Urbandale, police
instantly flashed deseriptions of the car
and driver {o law officers m the area
Soo0n, they were breadcast statewnide
Nearby siates were notified and the
descriphions were pul m a2 national
crime computer

As a matter of pohesr, FBI agenis
rushed to the Urbandale station and
agents of the state Division of Criminal
Investigation also converged there The
news media ~ere notified

The hunt was on.

“We used to wail 24 hours,”” said 1t
Deibert King, who handled the
Urbandale case, “Bui then with the
Johany Gosch case. we Kind of saw the
falacy 1n that =

4s 1 terned out, the Urbandale case
was a false alarm Six hours after it
pegan., the dov was safely with his
grandmother The father. a discour-
z2ged dniter, was charged with fing 2
{alse repot:

Trere have oeen no happy endings for
the Goseh {zT 1y, howeaver.

“The pawn deesn't diminmish,” said his
moiher, Noveen Gosch. who has gnen
up her publicity campaign io get Johnny
back “A loit of people say to us. 1
suppose It's easter now that 's five
sears ” Buiisat You hear a particu-
iatT song that was hvs fasomte ... 1t
plerces the heart

She remembers the last ume she saw
him. the mght of Sept 4. “He walked up
to me, he was afready taller than me,
and he saiwd, *Mom. I'll alwavs love vou.
remember that.” Tl never forget it.”

The next mormng, Johnnv left to
deliver the Sunday Des Mownes Regis-
ter. His wagon full of papers was found
put the boy disappeared without a trace

Mrs Gosch blames slow police res-
ponse for letting the abductors get
away. Police have been relectant to
respond, and Lt Lyle McEunney. the

West Des Moines detective who has
coordinated the investigation, said only,
“we did what we thought was right ~

Soon, however, there were massive
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searches ana huge rewards, along with
a sustained mediz campaign by Mrs.
Gosch and her husband, John, to find the
boy.

Not one sohd lead has been found.

The case was made ali the more
painful with false reports. Dollar bills
bearng the message “T am alive’ were
iound. and the Gosches were swindled of
more than 511,008 oy 2 Saginaw, Mich ,
maa who claimed the boy was being
held prisoner n Mexico Robert
Herman Meter, now 21. was convicied of
fraud and 15 in prison

Posters bearmng Johany's picture
were sent across the country. Enor-
mous pictures and messages were
pasied on the sides of semitrailer
{rucks

The Gosches plastec palice,
they were dragging their feet

‘“There have been critics who were
outraged with us because we fought for
our chiid,” said Mrs Gosch recently
“Tloes ths mean they wouldn't fight for
their own children™"

In the spring of 1981, the Iowna Legs-
lature approved what was Known as the
sonnny Gosch Bil requimag police to
respond immediately to missing chiid-
ren cases A month after it went on the
books, Aug. 12, there was a second
disappearance »1th eerie simitanties

Eugene Marun. them 13. vamshed
wiile delivering the same newspaper to
a southside Des Mones area Again, it
w25 a Sunday mormag As 1a the Gosch
case. there were no witnesses

Police tesponded rapedly this time.
but mo irace was found The box’'s
father. Don Marun, saud recenth he is
convinced his son s alive angd has veett
forced to be someone’s slave. perhaps
overseas Because of similarities
between the cases, many mvestigators

suspect 3 conmecton Lul 1t has never
beer proven

Mrs Gosch sa:d she 15 convinced she
knows the name and address of 2 man
who was mvohved ‘He 15 under
ghseriatbion. We'li warn untn he makes a
misteke.” she szid

“Somegne whe would siezl one chuld
and ithen tome tack and steal another
could very weli take a third one ™

Sam Swarm of the DCI deciined to say
whether there was a suspect

“We continue to pursue ieads 1a the
Gosch case, although thev're getting
few and far between.”” he said

The Gosches testified before
congressional hearings and worked
toward creation of the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children in
June 1984,

“The Johnny Gosch case was one of
several cases that gamed national
attention and made 1w clear that the
1ssue of missing children was a national
issue,”’ said Barbara Chapman,
spokeswoman for the center.

saving

Company B 1-115, 5aid, “Walking up this
exceptiionally hilly terrain with a full
field pack and radio was one of the
hardest tasks of this year's training.”

SSgt. John J. Andrus, a Prince
George's County resident and a feam
leader in Company B, 1-115, said, ““Try-
ing to sleep in the daytime was the most
dufficalt part of the traimamng ™

The terrain was dotied with copher
boles. Medics were busy treating
sprained ankles, as well 25 some minor
neat-related injuries.

Fort Detrick supported the 1-115’s 15
medics with 17 additional ones. The
California National Guard supported the
exercise with two Medevac helicopters.

The Marviand Army Natwonal Guard's
1228th Transportation Company, based
in Crisfield, transported 29 vehicles on
15 flatbed tractor trailers to California
for the exercise.

The 82nd Airborne Division served as
evaluztors, played the role of opposing
forces for mock batdes and traimed
guardsmen on the tube-launched
optical-wire gnided missile (TOW)_

During the first week of the apnual
training, the 1.115 conducted tactical
battle dridls, sueh as air assaults,
weapons firing, land navigation and
anti.armor fire support

Ma}. Gen. James F. Fretterd, the
adjutant general of Marvland, visited
the soldiers and seemed pieased with
the caliber of training He stressed
safety with individual units

During the second week, the 1.115 wilt

train at Fort Hunter Liggett, 36 miles -

north of Camp Roberts, where it will
participate in Dragon Summit Ii. Also,
it will be involved in ap Army Training
and Evalnation Program (ARTEP).

The battalion consists of four com-
panies: Headquarters and Head-
guarters Company (HHC) in White Qak:
Company A in Frederick; Company Bin
Olney and Company C in Greenbelt

Capt. James L. MeCarthy, 2 member
of the HHC and a resident of Gaithers-
burg. said, *“Training with the Regular
Army shows us how good we really are.
This training is tremepdously valu-
able.”

1st Lt. Glen A. Nicodemnus, a resident of Baltimore,
Company of the Maryla.ud Army National Guard’
is accounted for as it’s being loaded onto a commercial airerafi prior

training in California.
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Photo by SFC Michael 4. Pitarra Sr., 2>Hh

and 2 member of He&dqnaners and Headguarters
5 lst Bartalion 115th Infantry, is making sure all the cargo
te departing for twoe weeks of annnal

Byron announces deadline to service academies

Representative Beverly B. Byron
announced that young men and women
who are seeking nomination to one of the
.S, Service Academies should have all
application material completed by Nov.
30, 1987 for the elass entering the
summer of 1988,

Candidates must be U.S. citizens,
legal residents of the state of Marylaed
and the Sixth Congressional Distriet,
and bave no children or dependents.
Applcants must be at least 17 years of
age, but not past their 22nd birthday on

July 1 of the y=ar of admission Al
applicants must take the SAT or ACT
examination. SAT’s may be taken more
than one time. The highest score will be
used.

Applicants are sélected on the basis of
their ACT or SAT scores, class rank,
grade point average, school records,
extracwrricular activities, leadership
potential, motivation and
recommendations

For additional information cencern-
ing the applicatipn process, you may

contaet any of the following Byron
offices: Representative Beverly Byron,
2430 Rayburn House Offiee Bldg.,
Washington, D.C. 20515, (202) 2252721,

Representative Beverly Byron, 10 E.
Chureh St., Frederick, Md. 21703, (30D
662.8622.

Representative Beverly Byron, 160 W.
Franklin St, Suite 100, Hagerstown,
Md. 21740, (301) 797-6043.

Representative Beverly Byron, 6 N.
Court S, Westminster, 3d. 21157, (301)
B48-5366.
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