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Elmer Mqrting

Personality of the Week —

by Brian Meyer
Register City Editor

POSTVILLE Elmer
Marting, perhaps the foremdst
woodearver in Northeast Towa,
is a patlient man by nature and
by necessity.

By nature, because from a
single piece of wood he carves
his most famous item: chains.
Some as large and complicated
as an interlocked jigsaw puzzle
and others as small and ornate
as a toothpick-and-matchstick
_necklace for his wife, Helen.

By necessity, because at age
75 176 this Saturday) he has had
six hear{ allacks and must take
things slow and sure. But he
keeps carving. You might say he
is chained to his craft.

A farmer most of his life on
land southwest of Postville, he
carved easels and {oy chests
there. When he sold the farm in
1976, the chores were over.,

“I couldn't play cards good
enough lo suit the other guys,”
hesays,

“‘He doesn't care to godown to
the tavern and play cards,™
Heler adds. -

"1 didn't know whal to do with
mysell, so-1 started carving,'
Elmer says, standing in his
basement—a veritable museum
of a woodcarver's erafl,

“You'll never see more chains
than you see here.,”” A true
statemeni. Chains of every sort
and wood hang on the walls
while exhibils of carved horses.
wagons, flags and such, line all
faur walls. He estimated be's
made over400 chains, but Helen,
sitting in the middle of the
basement sleps, says she thinks
it"s over 300. . .

H:s very hitst chain hangsina
special place on the wall. 1t
looks rough and boxy compared
to the later intricate and ac
complished chains hanging
nearby.

Elmer picks up a board with a
line of carv chickens at-
tached.

1 woke up one night with this
idea. 1 said | was going to make
something ne ene else had.” He
pulls a siring in the bottom of
the board and the chickens begin
hobbing up and down, pecking at
the board. Elmer smiles.

"Qne night T dreamed of a
bike I had 63 years ago. One with
those big front wheels. The next
mormning [ started carving.” He
holds up the finished bike, a

marvel of wooden spokes. “1
chiallenged myself to do as many
spokes as I ¢ould. One hundred
and twenty-eight spokes in that
front wheel. About iwice as
many as they're supposed to
have."”

And Elmer's proud of all his
work because of two things: No
balts. No glue. Everything
hangs fogether through pure
craftmnanship with knife and
drill.

“‘Here. What do you think that
157" He hands over wha. looks to
be a cheese slicer, but instead of
a wire for cutting, it has wooden
teeth. ‘A Norwegian chain
saw.” Elmer's eves practically
sparkle with mirth.

“Look. A diamond ring." It's
ali wood. He slips it on his
finger, then off again.

Along an apposite wall, 77
chains hang, all made of dif-
ferent ¢ of wood, Some of
the w comes from distant
lands 1like Africa or South
America. He found these {oreign
woods al woodshops in Chicago
and San Diego.

- The other wood he gets is from
friends, neighbors, sawmills or
anyone who “‘has a stick lying
by the corn :zrib or up in the
driveway,'” he says.

“Anybody here you know?' he
asks, Iifting a tableau of an
auclion scene, with the people
made of walnuts and butternuts.
A walnut auctioneer is trying to
sell a carved horse, while horse
traders jabber nearby,

"Anything you can think of,
Y've made,” he says, standing
before a earved 16horse hit-
ching team and wagon. 11 was
Ecing to be 40 horses but his
health slowed him up, T might
make it to 40, 1 might finish it
just for fun. It takes three or
four days lo carve a horse.

Elmer uses no modeis or
pictures to stimulate his
imagination. It all comes from
his head. Many cf his ideas come
fromn what he remembers of his
early years on the farm—the
horses, the threshers, the
animals. *'I just did *em the way
I locked at "em when T was on
the farm. T carved that gang
plow just the way I sat anit.”

The smallest tﬁings, done with
toothpicks and maltchsticks, are
2 little too small these days.
“‘My eyes ain't good enough
now,'" he says. Nol like his first

Elmer Marting
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days of carving, when he'd work
from 6:30 am. to 1l pm
“Al First 1 worked
straight through just to see what
it would look hike when it was afi
done.”

Elmer has shown his warss at
many fairs, celebrations and
woodcarvers' shows. He says he
always had the biggest crowd
around his table, He has the
ribbons ke's won encased in the
basement.

He doesn't seli his warks,
““They'd never pay me for the
time 1 got.stuck m them.” He
does give pieces he's made to his
children and grandchildren.

Elmer and Helen have [ive
children: Elmer Jr., Robert,
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Richard, Lawrence and Bap-
bara. They have 16 grand
children. They have been
married 49 years as of Aug. 31.

“I wonder what I'd have done
if 1 hadn't started carving,'
Elmer says. “I have no idea.”
He looks around the basement.
“I gotta quit, 1 puess. I'm
running out of room.*’

There's unfinished chains up
in his workroom he was workizg
on earlier in the afternoon. He
won'lstop.

He smiles. “Sometimes I
wonder how T did it He
marvels at the feat,

“#aybe it don’t amount io
nothing, but at least I got
something ta show_'"

CHAIN FLAG — Elmer Marling of Postville stands beside a
wood chain flag made of blue basswood, red cedar and white

pine. The flag has 1,380 pieces, (Phota by Brian Meyer)

ATIENTION FARMERS

Second year passes as parents _
keep searching for missing son .

WEST DES MOINES (AP) —
Wednesday, Sept. 5, will be a
leng day in the longest two years
of Noreen and John Gosch's
lives.

" Tt will have been two years
ago that the couple's son,
Johnny, leit their home in this
uiet, Des Moines suburb te
eliver his Sunday newspaper
roote. He hasn't been seen since.

“Wednesday's going to be a
terrible day ... a long, awfui
day,'” Noreen Gosch said in an
interview. “*You always
remember, but on Sept. 5, it
hurts a tittle more.”

There's been a lot of hurt for
the Gosches in these two years,
but not enough lo stop them
from doing everything in their
power to find their son. The
effort started with selling candy
bars and buttons on Des Moines
sireet corners, and it has
progressed to appearances on
national television, testifying
befere congressional com-
millees in Washington and
becoming part of a national
effort to educate people about
missing children,

The campaign to help all
missing children is important,
but Noreen Gosch said “‘the
bottom line is that my son is stil}
missing. That's whal it all beils
down to for me."”

Mrs. Gosch said she resigned
herself long ago to the fact that
the search wili be a long one.
But there is some hope and the
Gosches have had enough
reported sightings that they are
convinead he's still alive.

Mis. Gosch said most the
people who report seeing Johnny
say he has long hair, walks with
a limp, has slurred speech and is
now almost 6 feet 1al)l. When
they have a sighting, the
detective goes o the area to
search So far, the closest he's
come s within feur days of the
boy — and a man who is with
him all the time.

“it's good on the one hand
because we know he's alive,”
Mrs. Gosch said “But it's
frustrating because we can't be
there at the same (ime.
Someday, we will be,”

‘The Gosches believe their son
was taken as part of a national,
organized child pornography
ring. Experis in the field have
told ber “stringers™ are sent to

gel  woung children for
pedophiies — people who have
sex with children.

*We've been told these creeps
get $12,000 to $20,000 dollars a
head, ‘depending on how
satistactory the children are,”
Mrs. Gosch said. “Hey, the risks
are pretty high if they get
caught, so the pay has to be
good.”

Te find Johnny, the Gosches
have hired private in-
vesligators, sent his poster
throughout the natian, held
numerous fund-raising ac-
tivilies and given speeches
across the state.

While the publicity is
necessary to their cause, it also

can be a burden. The Gosches
have been criticized and often
scrutinized for their efforts, hut
it doesn’'t matter to them.

In an earlier interview, Gosch
said he and his wife wouldn’t
stop locking for their son “‘until
our bones are dust and we can't
move.”

The search took on extra
incentive in Aupgust when
ancther Des Mdines newshoy
disappeared, uader <cir-
cumstances eerily similar to the
Goschease,

Eugene Wade Martin, 14, was
preparing fo deliver his Des
Moines Sunday Register route
Aug 12. He had gone to a corner
to pick up his papers. Witnesses
saw a man talking to Eugene.
Despite massive searches, hefty
reward funds totallying more
than $100,000 and guick police
response, there are no solid
leads in Martin's case.

It was almost a carbon copy of
Johnny Gosch's disappearance.
He also went to a street eorner
to pick up his papers, Witnesses
saw him talking 1o a man who
seemed drunk or high, and
suddenly Johnny was gone.

The major difference in the
cases, said Mrs. Gosch, was the
way police and the public im-
mediately responded to Martin's
disappearance. She and her
husband have been critical of
several people, especially law
enforcement officers, for not
searching for their son and for
refusing to initially treat the
case as an abduction.

“It was an atrocity that they
didn't look for Johnny Gosch
like they did for Gene Martin,”
Mrs. Gosch said “At least the
Martins didn't have to ge
through what we did, at least
they didn't have the added
burden of fighting the system.”

Part of the reason Martin's
case got quick alienlion was a
law passed this year by Iowa
lawmakers that made it
mandatory for police to begin
searching for missing persons as
5000 as they are reported. The
bill, dubbed the “*Johnny Gosch
bill," was pushed by the
Gosches because they said
police didn't start looking for
their son until 72 hours had
passed.

Law enfgrcement officials say
they are continuing their search
for Gosch, despite his parents’
public eriticism,

“We absolutely are still in-
volved in that case,” said FEI
agent Johp Evans. ‘'Whenever
we receive any information, it’s
covered. We are doing
everything humanly possible to
get that child returned to his
parents.”

Both Evans and $gt. Lyle
McKinney of the West Des
Moines Police Department said
they work on the assumption
that Johnny is alive.

"I can’t afford the luxury of
theories about whether he's
alive or dead,”” McKinney said.
“We're still working op it.
Obvipusly, the tips have slowed
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down, but we still get in-
formation from all over and we
check onit.”

Both men refused to comment
on the Gosches' public criticism
of their efforts. Both said they
wished they had more positive
information.

Authorities have not officially
linked the two heys’ cases, bul
the public has. The two boys
were both subjects of intense
searches shortly aflter Martin's
disappearance.

Mrs. Gosch said she is torn
between being gratefu] for the
help being offered now and
being angry that it didn't come
sooner. Mostly, she's angry.

“You bet I'm angry, I'm as
angry as hell,”’ Mrs. Gosch said,
‘“Some people helped us, but a
large percentage of the people in
Des Moines condemned us. We
faced a 1lot of narrow-
mindedness and apathy in this
fown It left a bad taste in my
mouth.”

The Gosches were helped by a
volunteer group that still meeis
bi-weekly to plan fund raisers
and ta spread the word about
child abuse and missing
children. Ballas Davis, a
volunteer, neighbor ant close
friend of the Gosches, shares the
family’s anger over ils treat-
ment.

“MNareen Guoseh has  been
force-feeding this state for two
years aboul missing children,””
Ms. Davis said. **But people still
sit pa their fannies, they still
won't believe their children are
introuble."’

BE A
LOSER!

You lose oll the fun of
shoveling snow, mowing the
lown, fixing a leaky roof
ond all the other “‘thrills’
that go with taking care of
o house.

WHAT YOU GaIN

[ is a
5pecious gpartment
residence  with all  the

maintenance-conveniences
you deserve.

For more datalls on rentols
Call 319-283.4224.
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“If no one gels upset, nething
gets done, does it? Anper can eat
you up if you direct it inward, sa
you have to channel it outside,™
Mrs. Gosch said, ‘I doo’t care
anymore if that upsets people.”

The family, the
couple’s other bwo children,
have had {o be strong. Johnny's.
older brother and sister are gone,
from homne, but they have not
escaped the ordeal.

“They are angry too, and
frightened that this kKind of thing
¢an happen and people ecan react.
speruelly,” Mrs. Goschsaid.

including

Her daughter was the ohject of.
some of the unkindness that has:
been directed 1oward the Goseh
family. When she was selling
candy to help raise money for,
the detectives, a woman came
up to her and spat on her, saying
"“Your mother is disgusting and:
Lwc‘m]dn'{ do anything to help

er.” .

Another man stood up at the
end of one of Mrs, Gosch's
speeches and Lold her he thought
she didn't have a son named:
Johnny and had made the wholg
thing up for the fame. o

‘T told him I hoped the next-
child taken was his,” she said, 1t
was the only time she lost hir
cool in public. e

4 e

RS |
Grandparents|
l” ay Sunday,

Sept. 9

for You, Grarcmathes )

P ety

. _/
Rrmesbar your grordporents on their spetial
dsy! Wamm their becrts with 5 speciol cord
ond gifis
—WEDDING REGISTRY —
*Lyenne Mangold & Bob Becher
Sapt. 8
*Dana Duncan & Rendy Irvine
Sept. B
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HAVE YOU SEEN WHAT
EDpWARD D. Jongs & Co.’s
DAILY PASSPORT CasH TRUST |
Is Up To LATELY? :

11.01%*

PLUS...

IN ADDITION

TO HIGH YIELD...

..-check out the other pluses, benefits
and the flexibility oFered by

Edward D, Jones & Ca.'s Daily
Passport Cash Trust against the money | .
market accounts offered by banks and N
savings and loan associations.

' F g-ily
ARBPOTE
‘ . cu-:\en-u‘:”_

For more complete information, including a free prospectus with current

E———

yicld, advisory fees and other expenses. onntact your Edwa!rd ﬂ.hjconm
T rs & Co. tative. Please read the prospectus carefully  before
l Oday in Histo ry Please Plon To Attend That's classified. imu:’ingrzgﬁgi:; ;cncye. ~ N
. Ken Collman
By The Associated Press Payco-Lowe Seed
Today is Tuesday, Sepl. 4, the 248th day of 1984, There are 118

12 E. Charles
283-1607
Outside Qelwein Call Collect

. ' Edward O. Jonea B Co.

daysleftin the year.
Today's kighlight in history:
On Sept. 4, 1781, Los Angeles was founded by Spanish settlers.
On thisdate:

FIELD DAYS

*Friday, Sept. 7 ot the Duane Fetthether Farm,

In 1882, the Pearl Street electric Ym;eé station built by Thomas Aurora, la, peopie read
A Edison began opetationin New Yo ity. clagsitied
In 1886, Apache Indians Jed by Geronimo surrendered to Gen. .F'H'T' S‘pi. 14 at the Richis Kens Farm,

Neison Miles at Skeleton Canyon in Arizona.
In 1883, George Eastman patented his roll-film camera, and
registered his trademark Kodak.
n 1917, the American expeditionary force in France suifered
its first fatalities in World War 1,

In 1348, Queen Wilhelmina abdicated the Duteh throne for
health reasons,

Waestgate, lowa.
See Payca-Lowe along with
competiters side by side.
—Lunch At Noon —

Mamber New York Stock Exchange, tne
Member Sacuriting Investor Protection Comparstion

*Compound Effective Yield This etfective yield represents on an. |”
malizatien of the 7-doy retuen of 10.54% ending 8-31-B4. The |-
averoge portfolio moturity was 35 deys. This yield #il vary as
short-term interest rates change.
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