WEST DES MOINES, Iowa (UPD) —
Haggard searchers riding mules and
roogh terraln vehicles criss-crossed
ditches, river banks and wooded areas
Tuesday looking for signs of & 13-year-
old newspaper carrier who vanished
while making his early morning
rounds.

The widening search included areas
along the Raccoon River, known by po-
lice to be a hideaway for youths. But
authorities remain stumped by the dis-
appearance Sunday morning of John

Gosch and neighborbood paremts ex- |

pressed fear for their children.

“They know they have us over a bar-
rel,” sald Noreen Gosch, who, with ber
busband John, assumed thelr sob was
kidnapped. "You are never more vul-
nerable.”

“If they want anything...tell us
what it Is,” the boy’s father sald.

POLICE CHIEF Orval Cooney sald
there still were no leads in the case
and no reason for optimism. .

More than 1,000 volunteers combed
the area pear the boy's home Monday,
but search pariiés were considerably
smaller Tuesday as many volunteers
returned to work or school.

Laber leaders made up for part of
the shortage by calling on unemployed
workers to assist the search, Gosch's
employer, the Des Molnes Register and
Tribune Co., offered a $5,000 reward to
apyone with infortnation leading to hls
whereabouts,

‘Those who continued the search rode
atop mules through heavy brush and
wooded arcas for some sign of the boy.

Gosch last was seen early Sunday as
ke began making dellveries along his
newspaper route in an affluent neigh-
borhood of homes and condominiums.

ROCKET READY. The Conestega |, on which Is rid-
ing the hopes of the Space Services of America, Inc,
to be the first private company in the satellite busi-

The boy’s parents became suspicious
when his dog returned alone. The par-
ents found the wagon the boy uses to
haul his newspapers a short distance
away, “Every single paper wana in his
wagon,” Mrs. Gosch said. -

THE PARENTS of other newspaper
carriers volced fears as the search for
Gosch continued, The mother of a 18-
year-0M paper carrier said her son had
been botbered earlier this summer by
a man driving a van.

Her son “ignored him and he didn't
bother him further” but after learning
of Gosch's disappearance, the boy is
scared to go out alone in the morning.

“He won’t be going out alone any-

more,” she sald.

Gosch's disappearance was consid
ered a missing person's case, although
a spokesman for the lowa Division of
Criminal Investigation sald: “It's safe
to say that concern becomes more
grave as the hours go

“We can't call it an abductlon or kid-

s, 10 one has seep anything,” he sald.

Conestoga I expected

SEARCH CONTINUES. Duane Onstot of the Warren County Disaster
Dopping because there are no witness-  Service points to an area along the Raccoon River in West Des Maines

as rescuers continue the search for 12-year
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ness, walts on the launch pad prior to today's
scheduled 321-mile sub-orbitat flight from Matagor-
da Island, Texas to the Guif of Mexico.

-0ld John Gosch, who has

ROCKPORT Texas (UPI) — A last-
minute battery problem in the Cones-
toga I rocket Tuesday threateped to
delay today's sub-orbital test launch of
the vehlcle a Houston firm hopes will
make it America's first private satel-
lite launching company.

- Space Services Inc. launch director
Donald K. “Deke” Slayton sald crews
were trying to weld & crack found in a
plate on the battery supplying power
to a guidance control system in the
rocket’s payload, The battery was
found to have logt power during the fi-
pal prelaunch test countdown Tuesday,

If the welding did not restore the
battery, Slayton sald SSI officlals
would fly to White Sands Missile
Range, N.M., where similar rockets
are stored, or to Los Angeles, where
the batteries are made, to try to obtain
2 new battery that would allow them
to stick to launch on schedule at 10
amn. CDT today.

“Deke says we're dellnitely golng
for 10 am.,” SSI spokesman Walt Pen-
aino satd.

SLAYTON EARLIER in the day told
& news conference all systems
appeared ready for the launch.

“At this time, I don’t know of any-
thing that's going to bother vs,” he told
reporters gathered in a tent at the Ma-
tagorda Island launch site.

“We're always very nervous about
the weather. The last few daya (with
scattered showers) it would have been
margiral...I'm confident we're going
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Search widens for r missing paper boy

UP1 phato

been missing since Sunday. Gosch, a paper boy, was last seen by
another paper carrier talking to a man in a car. The area's unemployed
joined the 1,000 people searching for the boy,

pite problems

todoit”

The Space Service Ine. launch crew
tired another prelaunch sounding rock.
et to test radar Tuesday and every-
thing worked well. Glven government
clearances all around and at least
partly sonny skies, Slayton said he ex-
pected to start the automatic launch
sequence 50 seconds before 10 am.
CDT and serd the 37-loot Conestoga !
rocket on a 10%-minute sub-orbital
flight.

BY THE STANDARDS of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, Conestoga I would fit inside
the Apollo capsule escape recket. But
Houston-based Space Services Inc,
doesn’t have pgovernment financial
backing.

5851, with contract help from Califor-
nta and German firms, is striving with
the test flight to move in on the day it
can orbit private industry’s satellites
relatively cheaply and quickly.

The firm's first test 13 months ago
went up 50 lect in smoke at a cost of
$1.2 million. Investors — mostly Tex-

— to date have put up $6 million,
said Chairman David Hannah, a suc-
cessful residential developer.

He believes the technelogy and hard-
ware Is available to sell the launch ca-
pability, and one person he has con-
vinced is Slayton, the former Apollo-
Soyuz pilot who recently became SSI
vice-chairman and mission director for
the Conestoga I flight.

Kansas sniper hunted as Reagan date nears

TOPEKA, Kan. (UPL) — Secret
Servic. agenta prepating for President
HReagan's visit to Kensas Thursday are
interviewing suspecis in search of a
sniper who shot at cars on Interstale
70, a Kansas Highway Patrol officer
said Tuesday.

Sgt. Sam Grant said the Secret Serv-
ice agents were Intent on tracing the
sniper. Four cars have been hit on I-70
west of Topeka.

*We gave them the information we
had yesterday and they've been inter-
viewlng suspects in the area — at Jeast

L

one,” Grant sald. “Apparently their in-
telligence is better than ours.”

He said the highway patrol had oo
suspects.

James Cantrell,- agent in charge of
the Kansas City Secret Service office,
had little comment to make about the
shootings.

“THERE'S NOTHING really to tell
you about It, except that we are aware
of the Incidents and we're working
with the Topeka Police
and the highway patrol,” Cantrell sald,

llviul
dthe}obtith those of “cortection
.guml meb [n its jails, he sald.
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stress, which i3 now a “sewer,”

N Y. takes sexism
out of job titles

» NEW YORK (UPI) — In an effort to purge *sexisen” from the bureauc-
_racy, the New York City Personne! Depariment bas adopted new titles for
everytlﬂng from foreman (o 3eamsivess.

» Many of the changes, adopted on Sept.
ICity Record, invelves substituting “peutral” litles, such a9 “supervisor”
‘or traditional, gender-specific ones, a3 “foreman.” - .
: Now, an “able seaman” is a "mariner;" a “lineman,” a “line repalrer;”

-and 2 television cameraman, & “television equipment gperator.” )

+ Leonard Rosenberg, director of the Personnel Departwent
ition and Compensation division, said the city recently was “made aware”
‘thal job titles denoting gender could hve & bearing on recruitment.

50, he sald, the “titles are being changed 1o reflect the city's attltode of
opportunity to all without reference tosex”
Rmnbu:ewldthhkdmbtwm-luvmmmm
officer, mea,” and “correction officer,
mn"hﬂhhumthcltyhmhnﬂmmmh
While virtually ait the new ttles avold the use of “person,” at least one
:does not: a watchman is now s “watch psrson.” :
But perhaps the most eye-catching of all was the substitution for seam-

prooomnced
with the underground municipal installation of (b same spelling.

nndpubllabedlntlﬂsweaks

's Classifica-

solr-er and 30t 1o be confuied
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Reagan is to arrive Thursday In
Topeka and i3 scheduled to go by beli-
copter from Topeka to Manbattan,
Grant said. A motorcade along 1-70 is
not expected to be necessary, he satd.

The most recent shooting on 1-70 oe-
curred Monday when a car driven by
Norman Remp, 18, of Topeka was
damaged by whal officials believe was
a bullet. Highway Patrol officers did
not find a slug ln the car.

Remp was driving on I-70 at the
western edge of Topeka about &30
a.m. Monday when the rear window of

his vehlicle was shattered, Grant said.
About, 15 minutes {ater, Grant saw a
white male carrying a rifle over his
shoulder and walking east in a pasture.
The man moved in between trees and
bulldings south of the Meaninger Foun-
dation's campus.

“WE SEARCHED for him most of
the morning and afiernoon, but we
couldn't find him," Grant said.

The ofiicers also enlisted the help of
Menninger Foundation security offi-
cers, who sald they would watch the
area more closely, Grapt said.

On Ang. 29, three cars were struck
by buliets on 1-70. All were driving on
the Interstate just west of Topeka. Of-
ficers originally were aware of only
two cars that had been struck by bal.
Jets, Grant sald, until apother motorist
reported his window bad been shat-
tered. The man had not known about
the damage to his car until he arrived
home in Kansas City.

Grant sald the sniper lixely bad fired
more shots than those that hit cars.

“You have to be a pretty good shot
to hit a moving car,” he sald,

Principals unveil testing aids

WASHINGTON (AF) — A high
school principals’ group on Twesday
vnveiled @ battery of study materjals it
claimed will improve studenis’ scores
an college adminslon tests amd boost
thelr learning.

Scott D. Thomson, executlve diree-
tor of the National Association of Sec-

tic Aptitude Test
The associstien sald its workboolkns,

. vidootapes and computer programs .
mh':donmmdmdsn‘qu-

tions disclosed mader s New York law.

be free. The assoclation, based Ln Res-
ton, Va., will sell student verbal and
math workbooks for $5.50 each, teach-
ers’ manuals for §10, alx videotapes for
$725 and a threedisc computer pro-
gram for §175.

Thomson sald that expense for
schools is minimal.

“We're ta expenditure
bere of $1,000 or §1,500 for one of the
maiw, if not the chief function, of a sec-
:.njd:ry school... That's Mtlll.nl. be

The materials were created by Jay
Comras, supervisor of English and
mﬁnsmthl?ah'hn,ﬂ.&,me

THE VIDEQOTAPES have been
shown on cable television in sections of
New Jersey, Florida and North Caroli-
na. The materials also were used by
350 students at two high schools in
Bergen County, N.J.

Altbougd Comras denled he was
makiog any specific elaim about score
, be said 20 1o 30 pointa

on the SAT can spell the difference be-
tween college acceptance or rejection.
“A student who overcomes his anxiety,

| points and math scores by 21 points.

A Federal Trade Commisalon probe
in 1978 found siudents at one commer-
clal achool improved their SAT acores

b3 oa each half of the tewt. It
h’mm:ammm ,

Interest yet
to rocket as
launch nears

ROCKPORT, Texas (UPI} -~ Retat!
store manager Wayne Nugent, because
of yawning indifference by folks in this
sleepy vacation town, Tuesday slashed
the price of his charter boat service for
viewing the launch of u 37-foot rocket
from a nearby barrier island.

Nugent had previously advertised
the close-up look at the blast off for
$100 a head. But with 50 much else to
do in the area, like sunbathing and fish-
ing, the price was cut in half during a
meeting of the charter boat company
officers Monday night.

Down the road on U.S. 35 in Fulton,
the Sea Gun Inn has advertised its six-
man private boats and four-man alr
boats for rent at $30 a person, “and
there's plenty left,” a reservationist
said Tuesday.

Sea Gun management decided Tues-
day to take spectators out on its big
party boat that regularly visits the en-
dangered whooping crane nesting
grounds, but as of noon nobody had
called Inquiring of the cost, $30.

IF PEQOPLE were 50 lucky to be in-
vited by the Houston-based Space Ser-

vices Inc. to watch the 190 am. launch -

from Matagorda Jsland, everything is
free including a catamaran ferry ride
with food and drink supplied by the
Rockport Chamber of Commerce.

Not everyone In Rockport wishes the
rocket crowd would go back to Cape
Canaveral apd take the enterprising
speculators with them. Take Judy
Guilett, 44, the Rockport Chomber of
Commerce president and a real estate
broker.

“A lot of people say, ‘Oh, they're just
wasting their time,’ but 1 don't feel
those people understand the full Ilm-
pact of what this means,” ahe said,

“These businessmen are entering a

" new venture, something that business

can de to provide a service for other
businesses. This will help make the
country and the world a better place to
Live,” she sald.

AN EXPLOSION 13 months ago
during Space Services' teat of the en-
gine prior to g [irst izunch may have
something to do with the residents’
wail-and-see attitude. Managing Edi-
tor Ted Norman, 48, of the Rockport
Pilot, says talk at the coffee shop iz
over property tax reappralsal — not
rockets piercing the loncsphere.

“There’s one guy ih town
the hell out of me to fill the paper with
pews of the rocket,” Nugent sald, "He
sald this was & big, national story, that
he'd read aboot it in Washingtos, DC,
But I haves't heard toybody talking
about [t. You go ask people 0o the
sireet and they will say, ‘What rocket?'

The primary impact oo Nugent of
the rocket Javock on the sonth end of
the island about 15 miles from

port was ihat the managing editor,’ :i+
technician

sports editor and darkroom

for the newspaper will be out of the
office all day Wedneaday. Of course a1l
of those people are ono person ~— Ny.
[
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